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CinderElla
April 20th and 21st at 8:00 pm, 22nd at 2:00 pm

Hendricks Center for the Arts

Curated by Mira Treatman and Marilu Wiesner

Cinder Ella 

Curated by Mira Treatman and Marilu Wiesner

Costume Designer: Mira Treatman 

Stage Manager: Beth Carner

Assistant Stage Manager: Frances Willimann

Public Relations: Mira Treatman

Graphics and Artwork: Marilu Wiesner 

Ushers: Phoebe Burchill, Kelsey Frisbie, Liz Levy, Raquel Nunez, Danielle Rabold, Cate Rubin, Chale Turner

About The Production 


Cinder Ella is a modern telling of the Cinderella story using the iconic music of Ella Fitzgerald and her contemporaries. Curators, Marilu and Mira, chose to mash up the fairy tale with the music because the rich biography brings together a personal narrative of strength and beauty. Ella Fitzgerald (April 25, 1917 – June 15, 1996) was the queen of jazz, the first lady of song who rose out of the shadow of a tough childhood. Despite working as an artist during a transitional period of racism and sexism in America, Ella was able to use her magnetic talents to win over the love of the entire nation, regardless of her skin color and gender. The Cinderella story has a certain dream-like quality of overcoming challenges with grace and dignity that gives it a timeless, transcendental feel. It is with lots of love for Ella, hard work, and passion that brings this production to you today. To see the production process, rehearsal footage, and more check out http://cinderellafitzgerald.weebly.com. 


The goal of this production is to give the Beloit College dance, theatre, and music community the chance to create an original, collaborative, full-length ballet that is accessible to all who live in the greater Stateline area.  
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Amelia Tarpey 

The Ella House Band 

Director: Marilu Wiesner 

Musicians and Singers: Ariana Anderson (flute), Sam Bowers (trumpet), Alexander Boyd (bass), Kelly Eide (vocals), Grace Graham (Baritone Saxophone), Tana Goar (vocals), Daniayla Stein (vocals), Emily Wells (Alto Saxophone and vocals), Mark Wiesner (bass), Marilu Wiesner (Piano)

“All The Things You Are” composed by Jerome Kern and Oscar Hammerstein (1939) 

Ella’s Early Childhood 

Choreography: Marilu Wiesner 

Dancers: Carrie Ellis (mother), Toby Walters (father), Frances Willimann (Ella) 

Music: “Shine on Harvest Moon” performed by The Boswell Sisters (1931), composed by Nora Bayes and Jack Norworth (1908); “Reaching for the Moon” performed by Ella Fitzgerald (1958), composed by Irving Berlin (1930)

Ella’s Life With Her Step-Family 

Choreography: Nora Sullivan 

Dancers: Ariana Anderson (Ella), Zoe Batson (step-sister), Megan Lucca (step-sister), Emily Kittell-Queller (mother, Saturday/Sunday), Magpie Renninger (mother, Friday), Toby Walters (father)

Music: “Squatty Roo” performed by Ella Fitzgerald and Oscar Peterson (1957), composed by Johnny Hodges (1951) 

Ella’s Chores 

Choreography: Chris Johnson 

Dancer: Melina Montesino (Ella) 

Music: “A-Tisket A-Tasket” performed by Ella Fitzgerald and The Chick Webb Orchestra (1938), composed by Al Feldman and Ella Fitzgerald (1938) 

Ella and Her Step-Sisters 

Choreography: Melina Montesino 

Dancers: Carrie Ellis (step-sister), Kady Hagberg (step-sister), Ashley Lanham (Ella) 

Music: “Too Marvelous for Words” performed by Ella Fitzgerald (1964), composed by Johnny Mercer (1938)

Ella Dreams of Going to the ball at The Apollo Theatre in Harlem 

Choreography: Melina Montesino 

Dancers: Aman Bharti, David Feldman, Ashley Lanham (Ella) 

Music: “How High the Moon” performed by Ella Fitzgerald (1960), composed by Nancy Hamilton and Morgan Lewis (1940) 

Ella’s Fairy Godmother Appears 

Choreography: Alen Keric 

Dancers: Hannah Denny (Ella), Tana Goar (Fairy Godmother) 

Music: “Moonlight Serenade” performed by Ella Fitzgerald (1958), composed by Glenn Miller (1938)

Ella Goes To The Ball 

Film: Mira Treatman and Marilu Wiesner 

Dancers: Beth Carner, David T. Feldman, Alen Keric, Carolyn Smith (Ella), Marilu Wiesner

Music: “Take The ‘A’ Train” performed by Ella Fitzgerald and Oscar Peterson (1957), composed by Billy Strayhorn and Joya Sherrill (1939)  

The Ball at the Apollo Theater 

Choreography: Mira Treatman 

Dancers: Ariana Anderson, Zoe Batson, Aman Bharti, David T. Feldman, Otis Howel jr. (Prince), Megan Lucca (Ella), Toby Walters, Emily Wells

Music: “Puttin’ on the Ritz” performed by Ella Fitzgerald (1958), composed by Irving Berlin (1929); “Dream a Little Dream of Me” performed by Ella Fitzgerald and Louis Armstrong (1956), composed by Fabian Andre, Wilbur Schwandt, Gus Kahn (1931) 

The Clock Has Struck Midnight 

Choreography: Frances Willimann 

Dancer: Zoe Batson (Ella) 

Music: “’Round Midnight” performed by Ella Fitzgerald (1962), composed by Thelonius Monk (1944) 

The Prince Searches For Ella 

Choreography and Video: Claire Alrich and Mira Treatman 

Dancers (Ella’s and The Prince): Ariana Anderson, Zoe Batson, Alissa Chen, Hannah Denny, Otis Howel jr., Ashley Lanham, Megan Lucca, Melina Montesino, Carolyn Smith, Frances Willimann

Music: “Blue Moon” performed by The Boswell Sisters (1935), composed by Lorenz Hart and Richard Rogers (1934)  

Ella and The Prince Elope 

Choreography: Toby Walters 

Dancers: Alissa Chen (Ella), Hannah Denny, Otis Howel jr. (Prince), Tana Goar (Fairy Godmother), Magpie Renninger, Carolyn Smith, Daniayla Stein, Emily Wells

Music: “Blue Skies” performed by Ella Fitzgerald (1958), composed by Irving Berlin (1926)
Upcoming Beloit Theatre and Dance Performances: 

Vivian Chen and Matt Porter Showing – April 21st at 2:00 Hendricks Studio 1 
Senior Shows (YOLOnia) – April 27th and 28th at 8:00 pm Hendricks Studio 1 

The Sugar Wife – April 19th, 20th, 21st, 26th, 27th, 28th at 8:00 pm Neese Theater 

Directing II Class Showing – April 30th at 8:00 pm The Kresge Theater

